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                                                                    Ninth Grade Checklist
Introduction to Social Studies Course Content

  93.0
Possess a basic knowledge of the social sciences.

· .1
Identify the seven social science disciplines, and will assess their basic purposes, tools, and methods:

· sociology

· geography

· history

· philosophy

· anthropology

· economics

· psychology

· .2
Possess a working vocabulary of the seven social sciences.

· .3
View the world from the perspective of each of the seven social sciences.

· .4
View the world from a holistic perspective.

· .5   Evaluate how the seven disciplines interrelate.

  94.0
Understand the relationship between the social sciences and human experience.

· .1
Examine the relationship between self and society's institutions.

· .2
Use the scientific method in reaching conclusions about social science problems.

· .3
Describe the subjective nature of the social sciences.

· .4
Compare and contrast different perspectives of the seven social societies

Government  Checklist
Course Content
 G3.0    Explain how government works.


· .1    Explain how elections are conducted.

· .2    Explain how federal laws are made and carried out.

· .3    Explain the motivations behind the creation of laws.

· .4    Identify the three branches of government and how they affect our lives.

· .5    Explain about the electoral college.

· .6    Explain the system of checks and balances.

· .7    Compare and contrast conservatism and liberalism.

· .8    Compare our political system to other political systems

· .9    Justify an explanation for why some world governments are more or less successful than ours.

· .11    Identify representative political leaders & philosophies from historical settings.

· .12    Relate Tribal Government to local, state, and federal government.

 G4.0    Understand how the Constitution affects our lives.

· .1
Describe a citizen's right to due process.

· .2
Explain how court cases have affected our lives.

· .3
Determine how the court system has changed the meaning of various laws.

· .4
Evaluate a citizen's rights of self-expression and privacy.

· .5
Determine how regulatory agencies affect our lives.

· .6
Explain the evolution of the Constitution into a democratic document.

Government Checklist
Course Content (cont.)
 G5.0    Explain how and why participation in government affects citizen's lives.

· .1
Explain how and why to vote.

· .2
Participate in a political campaign/or simulation.

· .3
Evaluate how local ordinances affect our lives.

· .4
Explain the process, purpose, and structure of the taxing system.

· .5
Explain the budget-making process of local governments.

· .6
Explain the variety of local government services.

· .7
Determine how the media has affected our government.

· .9
Evaluate how people, groups, and money influence government.

Economics Course Content Checklist

  E3.0 
Understand concepts of economics under market, command, and mixed systems.

· .1
Describe free trade.

· .2
Describe our taxation system.

· .3
Describe supply and demand.

· .4
Identify e the benefits, challenges, and risks of owning a business.

· .5
Explain the Federal Reserve.

· .6
Explain the banking system.

· .7
Describe investments typical to a capitalistic system, such as insurance, stocks, and bonds.

· .8
Compare capitalism to other forms of economies.

  E4.0  
Understand key influences on an economic system.


· .1
Describe how people, events, forces, and inventions have affected our economy.

· .2
Describe how laws have affected our economy.

  E5.0  
Understand the global interdependence of economics.


· .1
Explain how the world's financial network is intertwined.

· .2
Describe how technology is affecting economics.

· .3
Explain how communications is affecting economics.

· .4
Describe the interdependence of supply and demand throughout the world.

  E6.0 
Understand the effects of fiscal and monetary policies on our economy.


· .1
Describe the effects of tax-and-spend policies.

· .2
Identify the effects of trickle-down economics.

· .3
Describe the effects of interest on money supply.

· .4
Describe the effects of savings on the economy.

· .5
Explain why short-term gains often cause long-term losses.

Economics Checklist 

Course Content (cont.)

 E7.0 
Develop goals for your economic future and a realistic plan for achieving them.
· .1
Relate where money fits into your lifelong goals.

· .2
Identify what type of career you will need to reach your goals.

· .3
Justify whether or not you want to be your own boss.

· .4   
Identify the work you will need to do and sacrifices you will have to make.     

                                                                World History Course Content Checklist

WH3.0  
Understand key political, economic, military, religious, and geographical forces which shaped and still shape our world.


· .1
Relate how and where civilizations were formed.

· .2
Identify the various cultures (beliefs, values, accepted behaviors) of world history.

· .3
Identify key people, events, inventions, and discoveries in world history.

· .4
Relate how various ideas, philosophies, and religions have impacted world history.

· .5
Identify forces which lead to change in world history, such as nationalism, militarism, imperialism, communism, and democracy.

· .6
Identify key conflicts and resolutions and their causes and effects.

WH4.0    Possess a chronological and thematic perspective of world history.

· .1       Demonstrate a logical sense of historical progression.

· .2      Relate key influences and themes to past, present, and future.

· .3       Describe by creating an image of various moments in world history (dress, technology, social structure, living standard).

WH5.0   Possess a visual sense of world history.


· .1
Develop maps, charts, and graphs which show views of the world at various points in history.

· .2
Develop charts, maps, and graphs which show such things as population, resources, movement, conflict, and change over time.

· .3
Relate charts and maps to our lives today.

 WH6.0   View world history from different perspectives and interpretations.

· .1
 Describe key people, events, discoveries, and inventions from different perspectives and interpretations.

· .2
 Identify what motivated key people, events, discoveries, and inventions.

WH7.0   Understand the relationship between and influences of various cultures in world history.

· .1
 Describe how cultures affected world history.

· .2
 Relate how world history affected cultures of the world.

WH8.0    Use, organize, and present historical evidence to analyze issues.

· .1
Organize an historical essay.
           Modern United States History Checklist

         Course Content

MUSH3.0  
Understand key influences which shaped and still shape the United States.


·  .1
Describe the groups and cultures (beliefs, values, accepted behaviors, environment) of modern Americans.

· .2
Describe daily life in modern United States history, including such things as tools and technology, routines, pleasures, and setting.

· .3
Identify key foreign and domestic events, people, inventions, and discoveries in modern United States history.

· .4
Identify motivations that lead to change in modern United States history and how they affected modern United States history.

· .5
Identify basic economic concepts that have shaped U.S. History.

· .6
Relate how the basic precepts of the Constitution and Bill of Rights have affected modern U.S. History.

 MUSH4.0  
Possess a chronological perspective of modern United States history.

· .1
Place key influences on a timeline.

· .2       Relate key influences to what was happening just before, during, and after the key influences.

· .3
Explain the logical progression of modern United States history.

 MUSH5.0  
Possess a visual sense of modern United States history.


· .1
Develop and interpret maps, charts, and graphs which show views of the world at various points in modern United States history.

· .2
Develop and interpret charts, maps, and graphs which show key information, such as population, resources, movement, battles, 

                and change over time.

 MUSH6.0  
View modern United States history from various perspectives.


· .1
Describe key influences from different perspectives.

· .2
Identify the sacrifices of specific groups that have contributed to U.S. History.

· .3
Describe how key influences changed the lives of various groups in modern United States history.

                Advanced Social Studies/Social Problems

                                                                      Course Content Checklist

ASSSP3.0  
Understand what a culture is, how it affects us, and how it changes.

· .1
Describe culture as the cumulative beliefs, values, and accepted behaviors of a group.

· .2
Explain how beliefs, values, and accepted behaviors provide guidelines under which we live.

· .3
Explain how various groups influence your personal culture and how you influence various groups:

· •
your personal culture

· •
your school's culture

· •
the culture of various groups

· • 
your community's culture

· • 
your state's and country's culture

· •      the culture of the world

· .4
Describe our culture from the perspective of others who live in different parts of our country.

· .5
Tell why a culture is very slow to change and only changes with a critical mass, a major event, or strong leadership pushing for

                      change.

ASSSP4.0 
Understand the current and past cultures of the United States.


· .1
Identify what beliefs, values, and behaviors are important to Americans.

· .2      Describe how our beliefs, values, and behaviors have changed over the past hundred years.

· .3      Relate how and why our culture is changing.

· .4      Identify key influences on our changing culture.

· .5      Describe how our changing culture affects our lives in both positive and negative ways.

ASSSP5.0     Use other cultures to better understand our own culture.


· .1      Identify what is important to people of other cultures.

· .2      Compare what is important to Americans with other countries.

· .3      Identify beliefs, values, and behaviors of other cultures that are unique, special, beneficial, and interesting.

Advanced Geography Checklist

    Course Content

AG3.0   Possess a global perspective and an understanding of cultural diversity.

· .1
Interpret world events from the viewpoint of cultures other than your own.

· .2
Explain the similarities and differences in lifestyles of people in various parts of the world, what traits and patterns are universal 

                and how cultures differ from each other.

· .3
Identify what is important to people of other cultures and describe how their lives and your life are impacted by their values.

· .4
Compare and contrast United States tribal cultures with those in other parts of the world.

AG4.0   Understand the relationship between geography and world cultures.

· .1
Identify the five themes of geography, which are location, place, human-environment interaction, movement, and region.

· .2
Apply the five themes to each of the regions of study.

· .3
Interpret how the five themes affect the culture of each region of study.

· .4      Compare/contrast Native American cultures in the U.S.

AG5.0   Understand the relationship between geography and world history.

· .1
Relate how history has affected the various regions of the world.

· .2
Describe how world geography has affected world history.

AG6.0   Understand the interdependence of world cultures.

· .1    Describe how transportation and communication networks have created a global village.

· .2    Describe how trade, modern technologies, and limited resources bring cultures together.

· .3    Gather, report, and evaluate current events of various world cultures.

AG7.0   Indian tribes/nations have issues that affect the relationship between tribal governments and the federal and state 

              governments.

· .1   Identify the issues that affect the relationship.

· .2   Describe the effects of those issues on the relationship between the two governments.

Sociology Course Content Checklist

  S3.0  
Understand the purpose, methods, vocabulary, and contributions of sociology.

· .1
Describe how sociology views humans and human behavior and the advantages and limitations of sociological study.

· .2
Explain what sociology seeks to accomplish and how it differs from similar social sciences (anthropology, psychology

                 philosophy, history, economics, political science).

· .3
Apply the methods of sociology (controlled scientific study, statistical analysis, field research/observation). 

· .4
Apply the basic vocabulary of sociology.

· .5
Describe how sociology has contributed to our understanding of ourselves and our communities.

· .6
Explain what culture and society are and know that each society, community, and group develops its own culture.

· .7
Identify sociology-related occupations.

  S4.0  
Understand how social structure (culture) and group behavior impacts your life.

· .1
Identify communities, groups, subcultures to which you belong and how they impact your behavior and life.

· .2
Identify roles and relationships you and others have and how they impact your behavior and life.

· .3
Apply knowledge of current and past forms of social stratification to your own life.

  S5.0  
Understand social pressure for conformity and continuity and that change still occurs.

· .1
Identify values, norms, and cultural shift in your life and how they impact your behavior and life.

· .2
Identify mores and folkways in your life and how they impact your behavior and life.

· .3
Apply knowledge of socialization (how socialization is a force for continuity and conformity, how education is part of

                 socialization, how socialization is changing).

· .4
Identify pressure exerted by current significant social movements (such as gay movement, women's and men's movement, 

                 Christian conservatism) and how they do and could impact American society and your life.

· .5
Identify other pressures for change in American society (such as technology, multi-culturalism, changing birth rate and age

                 demographics, globalism) and how they do and could impact your life.

  S6.0     Understand institutions are part of the social structure and how they impact change and continuity.

· .1     Explain how institutions are and were forces for continuity and change in current and past American society.

· .2     Identify the purpose of major institutions of American society (family, court system, mass media, economy and employment, 

               politics, religion) and how they are themselves currently changing and how they are impacting continuity and change in American 

               society and in your life

· .3     Identify other institutions in your life and how they impact your behavior and life.
           Sociology Checklist
                       Course Content (cont.)
   S7.0  Explain impact, possible causes, and need to address major problems of American Society.

· .1    Identify major sociological problems in American society (such as poverty, crime, prejudice and minority/majority relations, 

             pace of change, struggle over values).

· .2   Determine impact of problems on society and your present and future.

· .3   Explain significant causes of the problems.

· .4   Evaluate/analyze previous and current attempts to address these problems.

Psychology Course Content Checklist

  P3.0 
Understand the purpose, methods, vocabulary, and contributions of psychology.

· .1
Explain how psychology views humans and human behavior and the advantages and limitations of psychological study.

· .2      Relate what psychology seeks to accomplish and how it differs from similar social sciences (anthropology, sociology, 

               philosophy).

· .3
Identify and compare the methods of psychological study (controlled scientific study, psychological testing, statistical analysis,

               field research/observation). 

· .4
Demonstrate the basic vocabulary of psychology.

· .5
Relate what psychological therapy/practice seeks to accomplish.

· .6
Be familiar with psychology-related occupations.

  P4.0 
Possess a basic understanding of psychological concepts of normal human behavior.

· .1
Know the major parts and functions of the nervous system.

· .2
Demonstrate knowledge of the major stages of human development.

· .3      Apply knowledge of classical and operant conditioning and other learning theories.

· .4
Apply knowledge of perception and perceptual theories.

· .5
Apply knowledge of motivation and emotion.

· .6
Demonstrate knowledge of human relations.

· .7
Demonstrate knowledge of states of consciousness.

  P5.0  
Possess a basic understanding of mental health and its relationship to abnormal human behavior.

· .1
Demonstrate knowledge of psychological descriptions of mental health.

· .2
Demonstrate knowledge of causes, cures, and impact of neurosis and common neurotic behaviors (anxiety and panic attacks, 

depression, obsessions, hysteria). 

· .3
Demonstrate knowledge of causes, cures, and impact of psychosis and common psychotic behaviors (schizophrenia, autism, 

                      affective reactions).

· .4
Demonstrate knowledge of causes, cures, and impact of addiction. 

      Psychology Checklist

                                                                         Course Content (cont.)
  P6.0  
Possess a basic understanding of personality theories and their therapy techniques.

· .1
Demonstrate knowledge of the theory of Sigmund Freud and relate it to other theories.

· .2
Demonstrate knowledge of the theory of B. F. Skinner and the behaviorists and relate it to other theories.

· .3
Demonstrate knowledge of the theory of humanistic psychologists (Maslow and Rogers) and relate it to other theories.

· .4
Independently develop and share knowledge of one other theory and relate it to other theories
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